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To the Honourable the 


ComMoNs of Great-Britain, 


Aſſembled in PARLIAMENT. 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 


RACIOUSLY to accept, and candidly to 
peruſe the following Papers ; which I pre- 
ſume to put into your Hands with no other View 
than to ſerve my King and Country, now in the 
greateſt Danger of being undone by the Exporta- 
tion of our unmanufatiur'd Wool to Foreigners, 
and particularly to France. I have invented and 
publiſhed a Scheme to prevent this fatal Evil, by 
an Univer/al Regiſtry in Charter, which his Ma- 
jeſty above nine Years ago, at the Requeſt of a- 
bove 600,000 Woollen Traders, was pleaſed to 
grant to me and Company, By the Advice of 
the preſent Lord High Chancellor, then Attorney- 
General, I have been endeavouring ever fince, to 
procure an Act of Parliament to confirm his 
Majeſty's Grant, and to make the Scheme the 
more effectual; by veſting in the Patentees ſuch 
| Powers as the Charter would not give them; but 
I have not yet been able to obtain one ; which I 
have Reaſon to impute, not to any Want of 
Good Inclination in this Honourable Houſe, but 
to the Miſrepreſentations that have been made to 
Them of Me and my Scheme. Of Me it has been 
ſaid, that I am no better than a Madman; * 
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DEDICATION. 


of my Scheme, that it is caculated to onopolige 


Trade, and to in//ave the Nation by an Exciſe. 
That Iam in my ſober Senfes, I flatter my ſelf, 
that I gave convincing Proof, when I had the 
Honour to appear before you at the Bar of the 
Houſe ; and I as little doubt but an Examina- 
tion of my Scheme will recommend it to your 
cool Judgment, as an effectual, practicable, eaſy, 
advantageous one, and in all Reſpects worthy of 
your Encouragment. As to the printed Scheme, 
lately ofter'd to your Honours by another Hand, 
my worthy and ingenious Friend, Mr. London, 
has ſufficiently expoſed the Detects of it 1n a ſhort 
Letter, inſerted in this Collection. The Extracts 
from Sir Valter Raleigh, and Sir Francis Brewſter 

marerial and weighty, but their Names will 
be a much ſtronger Recommendation of them to 
your Perufal, than any thing that I am capable of 
ſaying of them. Iſhall give your Honours no far- 
ther Trouble in this Addreſs, than to aſſure you that 


I am, 


With the moſt. profuund Eſteem, 
And Submiſſion, 
Tour Honours, 
Met obedient S ervant, 


SAMUEL WEBBER. 


8 C H E M E 


Humbly PROPos'p for 


A CrarTtR and HEADS of a BILL, to 
Confirm and Enforce it, for the effectual pre- 
venting Wool, Worſted, Yarn, &c. from being 
carried off without having been fully manufac- 
tured, and for the more orderly and peaceable 
manufacturing it in theſe Kingdoms, and for 
preventing Pariſh Law-Suits concerning Settle- 
ments of the Poor, and Diſputes between 
Maſters and Servants; and for diſcouraging, 
diſcovering, and bringing to Juſtice all Rene- 
gadoes, Vagabonds, Thieves, and other looſe, 
idle, and diforderly Perſons by an Univerſal 


Regiftry. 


HAT the Charter may conſiſt of 1 22 Perſons, anſwer- 
able to the Number ot Counties in Grea!-Britain and 
Ireland, to remain to them, their Heirs and Aſſigns 
forever. | 
That each of theſe Perſons in the Diſtrict which may 
be allotted them, ſhall have Power to provide proper 
Perſons to ſerve in the Regiſtries thereof. 

That all Perſons who may have any Sheep or Lambs in their Cuſ- 
tody or Poſſeſſion, at the Commencement o: the ſaid Charter, ſhall 
within give or ſend Notice under their Hands td the Regiſ- 
ters appointed for their reſpective Pariſhes, ot their Number, and that 
they may be regiſtred to their Accounts, and that they may be an- 
ſwerable for them, and for every one of them. 
Exemplified on the Form of the Regiſtry, in the Caſe o Thomas Wilkins, 
marked A*. 

That all Perſons who may become Proprietors of any Sheep or 
Lambs thencetorward do the ſame in and be mc 
or 


16) 

for them in like manner. Exemplied in the Caſe of Thomas Wilkins Þ 

And of Jahn Jones +. — PAIN 3 
That all Perſons from whom any Sheep or Lambs may have been 
alienated, having made appear to the Regiſters, that they have 
been regiſtred to ſome other Perſons in like manner, by Certificates 
from the * 0% of the Pariſh appointed for it, ſhall be diſcharged 
from the ſaid Sheep or Lambs, and from We for every 
one of them for which they were anſwerable. Exemplified in the Caſe 

of Thomas Wilkins * | | | 7 

That all Perſons who may ſlaughter any —_ or Lambs, or who 
may have had any die in their Cuſtody, may ſend Notice of it, under 
their Hands, to their Regiſters , and that they 
ſhall be diſcharged from them, and from for eve- 
ty. one of them tor which they were anſwerable. Exemplicd in the Ca/ 
of Thomas Wilkins G. 5 * 
That all Perſons who may have any Property in any _ or 
Lambs before they ſhear them, ſhall apply to the Regiſters, and adjuſt 
with them the Number which they may have in their Cuſtody, and 
a them Notice of the Quantity they intend to ſhear that Seaſon or 
ear; and that it may not be lawful for them to ſhear more than 
they give Notice of. E xeplied in the Caſe of Thomas Wilkin:t and ff. 
That all Perſons who cannot make appear at that, or any other 
Time (if Oath ſhall have been made that there is reaſon to ſuſpect 
Fraud hath been committed) that all the Sheep or Lambs for which 
they ſtand charged on the Regiſter are in their Cuſtody, ſhall forfeit 
gs ; for every one of them wanting, all thoſe 
that may hate been ſtollen or loſt without the Owner's Privity and 

Conſent excepted. Exemplified in the Caſe of Thomas Wilkins G*. 


That all Perſons who ſhall have any Wool, Worſted, or the like, | 


in their Cuſtody at the Commencement of the Charter, ſhall 
within ſend Notice to their Regiſters under their 
Hands of the Weight of it, and that it may be regiſtred to their Ac- 
counts, and that they may be anſwerable tor it, and for 
for every Pound of it. Exemplied in the Caſe of Thomas 
Wilkins A*. | | 
Note, I is propoſed that the Weight of the Wool of which 
Warſfted, or the like, hath been ee, ſhall always be enter'd iu 
the Regiſtries, whith can be ehfily enough computed. Exemplified in 
= on if Edward Edwards and Fohn Fackſon C, and of Foſeph 
ayer B. h 


That all Perſons thenceſorward who may ſhear any Wool, or pull, 


or otherwife take off any from Sheep or Lambs, or Sheep Skins or 
Lambs Skins, ſhall likewiſe give or ſend Notice under their Hands 
how many Fleeces they ſhall have ſhorn, or Skins they ſhall have 
pulled, or otherwiſe taken off the Wool from, within ; 
after it hath been ſhorn, and within after it hath been 
pulled or taken off, and dried: and ſhall likewiſe give or ſend Notice 
of the Weight of the ſaid Wool fo ſhorn, or pulled, and dried, and 
that it may be entered to the Owner's Account in the Regiſtries, and 
that 


AL 
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that they may be anſwerable for it, and for b * for 
every Found of it. Exemplified in the Caſe of Thomas Wilkins, 
John Jones, and Henry Fackſon A3. (HE, 
That all Wool, Worſted, or the like, that may be ſound 
after Commencement of the ſaid Charter, and - 
after it hath been ſhorn, or pulled, or taken off and dried, 
which ſhall not have been regiſtred in manner aforeſaid, and without 
Certificates thereof, ſhall be forfeited. | 

That all Perſons who niay deliver out of their Cuſtody, as being 

ſold, or in order for Sale, or otherwiſe (for manufacturing it ex- 

cepted) any Wool, Worked, or the like, ſhall before its Removal 

apply to their Regiſters for Certificates to accompany it, ſignify ing 

the Number of Packs or Parcels of which it conſiſts, and for what 

Place, and for whoſe Uſe it is intended, provided that the Weight 

thereof exceeds Pounds. And that all Wool, c. over and a- 

bove Pounds, that ſhall be found on the Road, or elſe- 

where, without Certificates, ſhall be forfeited. Provided, that for 

ſuch as ſhall be delivered to be manufaur'd, the Owner's Certificate 

or Ticket, always wont to be given with it to their Work-people, 
ſhall ſuffice. 

That all Perſons who may deliver out of their Cuſtody any Wool, 
Worſted, or the like, in leſs Quantity than Pounds to any 
Perion at a Time, ſhall be diſcharged from it, and from 
for every Pound of it, for which they were anſwerable, if it appear 
by the Smallneſs of the whole Quantity to be diſcharged, or other- 
wiſe, that it hath not been exported, without having been fully ma- 
nufactured, that is, into Stockings, or the like, c. ſo that it may 
not be reduced into Wool, or the like, again, and be work'd up in- 
to other Goods, in which Senſe that Expreſſion is always intended to 
be taken. FE xemplified in the Caſe of Joſeph Sayer D. 

That all Perſons who may receive into their Cuſtody any Wool, 
Worſted, or the like, in greater Quantities than Pounds 


except for the ManufaQturies) ſhall within after its 


Receipt, give or ſend Notice of the Quantity thereof to their Regiſters, 
under their Hands, and it ſhall be forthwith regiſtted to their Ac- 
counts, and they ſhall be anſwerable for it, and for | for 
every Pound of it ; and two Certificates thereof ſhall be given them 
In return, one of which ſhall be given or ſent to the Perſons by whom 
the ſaid Goods were delivered, to be produced to their Regiſters in 
order for their being diſcharged fromit. Exemplified in the Caſe of 
Foſeph Sayer C, to which the other Caſes ſo marked are parallel. 


That all Perſons who may have delivered out of their Cuſtody any 


Wool, Worſted, or the like, which hath been regiſtred to ſome o- 
ther Perſons, for which thoſe Perſons are become anſwerable, and for 
for every Pound of it, on'their giving or ſend- 

ing Certificates thereof, as aforeſaid, ſhall be diſcharged from it, and 
from for every Pound of it. Exemplified in the Caſe of Tho- 
mas Wilkins B, to which the other Caſes ſo marked are parallel. 
That all Perſons who ſhall have fully manufactured any Wool for 
which they are anſwerable, ſhall at the End of give 
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| (8) 
an Account under their Hands to the Regiſters, of the Quantity of 
Goods that they ſhall have 4 with 4 
Names who wove, Knit, or otherwiſe finuhed them; as alſo the 
Quantity of Wool they may reafonably compute hath been conſumed in 
manufacturing them, and they ſhall be diſcharged fram it, and from 
ww for every Pound of it. Exemplified in the Caſe 
of Thomas Wilkins, Foſeph Sayer, and Edward Edwards E. 
That all Manufacturers Accounts on the Regiſters ſnall be ballanced, 
and what Wool, Worſted, or the like, remains, ſhall be transferred 
to new Accounts, within , and all other Perſons 
Accounts, which ſtand unadjuſted, at the End of every Year. Ex- 
emplified in the Caſes of Fobn Jones, and Foſeph Sayer F. 

That all Perſons who cannot make appear at the End of . 
(or oftener if Oath hath been made of Suſpicion of Fraud) that all the 
Wool for which they ſtand anſwerable, is ſtill in their Cuſtody, or 

hath been manufactured by them, ſhall forfeit for every 
Pound of it, and not being capable of paying it, ſhall ſuffer 
and be render'd incapable of receiving into his*Cuſtody a- 
Ny more. | 

That there may be Liberty for the Regiſters (Oath having been 
firſt made of Suſpicion of Frauds) to ſearch in the Day Time any ſuſ- 

ted Houſes or Places for their Diſcovery. 

That no Perſon may go or ſend farther than into the next Pariſh 
if he reſides in the Country, or out of Town, if in a City or Town, 
for the Diſpatch of his Aﬀairs, with his Regiſter. 

That no Foreigner, nor any but Inhabitants of Great Britain and 
treland, may receive into their Cuſtody any Wool, Worſted, or the 
like, on any Pretence whatſoever. 

That no Perſon may ſhip any Wool, Worſted, or the like, but on Eng- 
[> Bottoms, and on ſuch as ſhall have been regiſtred for that purpoſe 
before the Bench of Juſtices at their Quarter Selon, and ſufficient Se- 
curity given the Patentees for the Delivery of ſuch Goods in ſome 
755 + Sues Britain or Ireland. Excmplified in the Caſe of the Ship 

0/77 . 

That all Veſſels which may fail from the Ports in which they are 
regiſtred, to any other, to load and to tranſport Wool, ſhall take a 
Certificate of their having been regiſtred for that purpoſe, to carry 
with them, which ſhall be delivered up to the Regiſters, where they 
intend to load it, before they may take any on board. Exemplified 
in the Caſe of the Ship "+ X. 

That no Perſon who have ſhip'd any Wool, c. ſhall be dif 
charged from it, and from for every Pound of it, un- 
till it ſhall have been „ ee to the Veſſel and Maſter's Account, 
and that they and their Security are anſwerable for it in like Man- 
ner. Exemplified in the Caſe of the Ship John M, and James Ri- 
vers L. | . 

That no Ship, nor Maſter, nor Security, become thus anſwerable 
for Wool, &c. ſhall be diſcharged from it, and from | 
for every Pound of it, until it be be regiſtred to ſome other — 

| | ount, 
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Account, nor until they are betome in like. manner anſwerable for 


it.  Exemplified in the Caſes of the Ship John N, and Robert 


Roberts O. 

That no Veſſel that hath been regiſtred, and Security given for 
her tranſporting Wool, &c. ſhall be qualified to receive on beard 
any more of ſuch Goods, until a Certifica te from the Regiſter where 


it was regiſtred to ſome other Perſon's Account, ſhall be delivered 


up to their Regiſtry. Exemplified in the Caſe of the Ship Fohn V. 
| "'T t the — of a hip for the Tranſportation of Woal not 
being dontent to ſtand any longer engaged for it, ſhall, on his A 
„ have his Obligation cancelled, and that the Ship ſhall 

iſqualiſied for it, until other Security is given. Exemplified in the 
Caſe of the Ship Fohn Z. 

hat if any Ship having Wool, Worſted, or the like, on board, 

ſhall be forced on Shore on foreign Coaſts, the Maſter and Crew ſhall 
burn the Ship and Cargo, if poſſible, to prevent its falling into the 
Hands of the Inhabitants. 

That no Ship may fail without Convoy in Time of War ; that 
they ſhall obey failing Orders, and that the Captain of the Convoy 
may do his Duty to prevent its falling into the Enemies Hands. 

hat all Perſons who ſlaughter any Sheep or Lambs, or have any 
die in their Cuſtody, may within give Notice 
under their Hands to the Regiſters, Sof the Quantity of Sheep or 
Lambs Skins which they may have fold, together with the Perſons 
Names who bought them, and in what Quantity, and that they may 
fell them to no Foreigners, nor to any but Inhabitauts of Great- 
Britain and Ireland. 
That all Perſons who receive into their Cuſtody any Sheep or 
ambs Skins with the Wool on them, ſhall N give 
otice under their Hands to their Regiſters of the Quantity; and it 
ſhall be regiſtred to their Accounts, and they ſhall be anſwerable for 
them, = for every one of them, until the 
Wool ſhall have been regiſtred to their Accounts in manner aforeſaid, 
and that then they ſhall be diſcharged from them. Exemplified in 
the Caſe of Henry F ackjon H. 

That all Perſons that may pull or take off any Wool from Sheep 
or Lambs Skins, which they themſelves ſlaughter, may be under the 
{ame Regulation as thoſe who buy any. 

That the Patentees ſhal! ſend to the Juſtices of Peace every Seſſions 
true Copies of the Regiſtries of Sheep and Wool, to be recorded. 

That the Regiſtry-general ner 8. to be eſtabliſhed in London, 
in order for the Superintendency and Inſpection of all the Patentees 
and Regiſters, conſiſting of a Committee to be choſen from among 


themſelves, ſhall deliver to the Honourable the Commons of Great- 


Britain every Seſſions, an Account of all the Sheep and Wool grown 
in Great-Britain and Ireland, ſetting forth all the Particulars of the 
Regiſtry, in order for their Inſpection, and to be printed, and one 
of them placed in every Regiſtry, for the Inſpection of all Perſons 
who pay Poors Rates. __ 
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(10) 
That a'l Apprentices may be regiſtred at the Time in which they 
ere bound ard diſcharged, in the Regiſtries where their Maſters fe- 
fide. Exemplified in the Caſe of Thomas Thomas P and Q. 
That all Agreements of Servants made for a Year, or more, and 
their Diſcharges, ſhall be regiſtred in the Pariſhes where they ſerve. 
E xemplified in the Caſe of Mary Martin and F ames Fohnſon R and 8. 

That all Perſons who go out of their Pariſhes to Labour or Service 
for more than Days at a time, or until they return, 
hall be regiſtred, and take with them Certificates of what Pariſhes 
they do belong to. Exemplified in the Ca/e 2275 ohn Thompfon 'T. 
That all Perfons who are abroad at the Time the Charter com- 
mences, ſhall apply to the Regiſters of the Pariſhes where they are, 
within Days, and ſhall give them Notice what Pariſhes 
they do belong to; and before. they depart out of thoſe Pariſhes, 
they ſhall apply to the Regiſters for Certificates to carry with them. 
And on Receipt of the Notice aforeſaid, the faid Regiſters ſhall 
write to the Regiſters of their reſpective Pariſhes thereof, and they 
ſhall regiſter them as being at ſuch a Place. Exemplified in the Caſe 
of James Crump V. | y 

That all Perſons in the two Caſes laſt mention'd, as often as they 
come into any Pariſh to labour or ſerve, ſhall within Days 
apply to the Kegiſters of thoſe Pariſhes, and deliver up their Certif: 
cates, and they ſhall give them a Receipt for the ſame, and carefully 
preſerve them: And ſuch Regiſters thall write to the Regiſters of 
thoſe Pariſhes, that fuch Perſons are at ſuck a Place, who ſhall forth- 
with enter it in the Regiſtries, and' when they depart out of the ſaid 
Pariſhes ſhall re-deliver their Certificates. Exemplified in the Caſes 
of . Thompſon and James Crump W. Ty 

hat whenever ſuch Perſons, or their Families, become 2 
or likeh to become chargeable, or are at any time manifeſtly con- 
triving, or actually engaged in Riots or diſorderly Courſes, or having 
no viſible Means of ſubſiſting, but by Lewdneſs, Theft, or other 
illegal and unwarrantable Practices, on Complaint made to the 
Juſtices of the Peace, and they finding the Complaint to be juſt and 
well grounded, ſhall make an Order for their returning home imme- 
diately ; which Order ſhall be delivered them by the Regiſters of 
thoſe Pariſhes, together with their Certificates, and they ſhall de- 
part thence without Delay. And if any of the Perſons aforeſaid 
refuſe to diſcover their Pariſhes, they ſhall © , and 
within Days after their Return they fhall deliver up 
their Certificates to their Regiſters, and they ſhall regiſter it. Ex- 
emplified in the Caſes of Jolm Thompſon and Fame Crimp U. 

That Foreigners, and Perſons not knowing what Pariſhes- they 
belong to, may be regiſtred in the Pariſhes where they land, or in 
which they are; although, it might not be thought juſt that they 
ſhould thereby be deem'd Pariſhioners of thoſe Pariſties in which 
they may be regiſtred. . 5's 

That all Perians who pay Pariſh Rates may have Liberty to inſpe&t 
the Regiſtries of their Fariſhes, and may have Recourſe to the Re- 
Ziſtry-general, without Fee or Reward. Th A 
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That all Seizures, Fines and Forfeitures may be levied and reco- 
vered by the Regiſtry-general, one Third for the Uſe of his Majeſty, 
one Third for the Patentees, and one Third for the Uſe of the Pe! 
ſons who may be inſtrumental in diſcovering or ſeizing them; and 
that all Proſecutions may be carried on by them at the Expence of 
his Majeſty. 

. That nh Poſtage of Letters relating to the Regiſtry may be free; 
but to be opened and examined that they relate to no Affairs but to 
the Regiſtries only, 
It may not be amiſs here to give the following Inſtance or two 
that it requires no great Skill to tranſact the Affairs of the Regiſtry 
VIZ, | | 
The Grower of Wool having ſhorn his Sheep, and weighed his 
Wool, without any Attendance or Inſpection of any Perſons from 
the Regiſtry, it is propoſed that he ſhall give or ſend the following 
Notice under his Hand, never out of Town, nor farther than the 
lame or next Pariſh. ' Exemplificd in the Caſe of Thomas Wikkins A3. 
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1741, May 30. This gives Notice that J have this Day ſhorn 100 
Fleeces, weighing 450 Pounds of Wool, 


hp 
— 


3 Thamas Wilkins. 
Or his Sign Manual, if he cannot write. 
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And when he hath fold and is about to deliver it, he is only ts 
give or ſend the following Notice thereof. Exemplified in the Caſe p 
of Thomas Wilkins B. | 1 


1741, June 16. This gives Notice that I intend to ſend this Day 


to Joſeph Sayer, of Bradnich, Devon, 1660 Pounds of Wool, iy 
in 6 Bags, to be carried thither directly. 


Thomas Wilkins, 


| Theſe Notices, it may be obſerved; ſerve for a Foundation for # 
the Regiſters to proceed upon, and as they are to give in return for | 


N them Certificates tor the Grower, c. to keep by them, there can j 
? be no Room for Law-Suits, unleſs either will proceed againſt their i 
"IF own Hand- writing, 4 


The publick Spirit and Diſintereſtedneſs of the Scheme will farthe: 
appear, if it be conſidered that it is propoſed, that for every County 
there ſhall be a Patentee ; and conſequently, that as it will be no 
Sine Cure, ſo no Perſon will be able to enjoy more than one Share; : 
and that the Regiſter of England is to be conducted by Inhabitants J. 
of England, of Wales by Inhabitants of Wales, of Scotland by Inha- | 
bitants of Scotland, and of Ireland by Inhabitants of Ireland. 
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Y Scheme for preventing the Exportation of Wool having 
been miſrepreſented, I defire the following Principles on 
which it is founded, and the Propoſitions offered to ſupport 'em, 
may be thoroughly examined. | 
| i propoſe that all the Wool of Great-Britain and Ireland ſhall be 
entered in a Regiſtry, to be eſtabliſned throughout theſe Kingdoms, 
ſo ſoqꝑn as it is ſhorn ; and that it ſhall be — remain charged with 
4. ßer Pound, from thenceforth, till it appears to have been manu- 
among us, ſo far as that it can never be reduced into Wool, 
Worſted, or the like again. 

Fit was charged with 20 8. per Pound, it would affect no 
honeſt Man, no Money being intended to be diſburſed or paid by any 
Perſons but thoſe who export it, and they cannot be puniſbed too ſe- 
werely. | 

Again, I propoſe that all Perſons who have the Direction of the 
faid Regiſtry ſhall be under no manner of Influence, and that they 
ſhall be rendered incapable of ever having any thing to do in it, on 
their accepting any Place, Penſion, or the like, and on their being 
guilty of any wilful and notorious Breach of their Duty. 

A Law founded on theſe Principies would effectually remedy this 
great Evil ; but as nothing hitherto ever did, ſo nothing ſhort of it 
ever will doit. 

Even an Univerſal Regiſtry of Wool, conducted under Influence, 
would be ineffectual, ſeeing thoſe who are to take care of it are 
able to be diſcharged, even for doing their Duty, as was the Caſe 
of an Officer in a former Reign: Whereas nothing can prevent Per- 
ſons who are independent and unſupported from being called to an 
Account for Neglect of their Duty, or Abuſe of their Truſt, were 
it poſlible for them to be guilty of it, which would ſcarce lie in their 
Power if my Scheme be paſs'd into a Law, it being contriv'd like 
an exquiſite Piece of Mechaniſm, conſiſting of a Variety of Parts, 
the leaſt of which cannot be out of Order, but as it will affect the 
Whole, ſo it muſt bepercieved and remedied, eſpecially as 1 propoſe 
it ſhall be not only under the Inſpection of the Faruament every 
Year, but ſubject to the conſtant Examination of every Perſon 
Faying Rates to the Poor. 

hat Officers never will ſtop Wool, was the Opirion of the 
late King James, who had been himſelf a great Merchant; of 
King Villian, whoſe Country ſubſiſted entirely by I rade; of the 
Honourable Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, in a Report made to 
| that 


* It del aborth France's while to give ſome Millions Sterling 

yearly to Officers to let them have our Wool ; and thoſe Gentlemen 
ofien find Friends to intercede for them, and ſcreen them from Pu- 
#:/ ment, or even from being diſcharged for their Crimes, See the 
Lraper's Conſequences of Trade. as to the inmtuſe Value of the 

* may; Manufa#uri:s to any Nation that can coi. fine them to them - 
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that Prince; dated the 4th of March 1689 ; nay, even of the Par- 
liament themſelves, as appears by the Preamble to an Act made in 
Conſequence of that Report, in the 1 of William and Mary, in 
which the Remiſſneſs and Negligence of the Officers is taken notice 
bf to be of very bad Conſequence, tending to the Ruin and Undoing 
of many of the Subjects, and the great Diminution of the Trade of 
the Kingdom; by which Act Letters Patents which had been granted 
to private Perſons by King Janes, for preventing the Exportation 


of Wool, were revived, but fot want of an Univerſal Regiſtry, as 


well as Charter, and for ſome other Reaſons which I have guarded 
againſt; the Act proved ineffectual, and was diſcontinued from being 
carried on. 

The Charter, then; which his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to 

ant me, is not entirely without a Precedent ; and tho' an Univer- 
{al Regiſtry of Wool be, yet that it would be effectual for the End 
propoſed, I think, I have tufficiently demonſtrated; and the Liberty 
of the Subject will be taken Care of by the Parliament: What J 
propoſe will be no way uneaſy or burthenſome to them. To give 
an Inſtance, as a Specimen of the Whole. I do not propoſe that a 
Gentleman, Farmer, Wool-Merchant, or Manufacturer's Houſe 
ſhall ever be viſited; even to ſee the Weight of the Wool when ſhorn, 
or any time afterwards; but where Oath has been firſt made of Suſ- 
Picion of Fraud having been committed ; and even then only in the 
Day Time and at ſeaſonable Hours; and no Perſon who have any 
Buſineſs with the Regiſters need ſtir out of his Houſe to do it, and 
yet the Affair ſhall be carried on in fo ſtrong and ſo ſure a Manner as 
never to admit of a Law-ſuit, un'eſs he darts diſpute his own 
Hand-writing. A Lad may do the Buſineſs as well as the Steward 


of a Manor, by a Form already prepared for the Direction of the 


moſt ignorant; and no one need go or ſend out of the Town or 
City where he reſides, nor fatther than his next Pariſh; if he lives in 
the Country. Which notwithſtanding it ſhall be ſo far from bein 
an Expence to the Nation, that in Conſideration of its being pals' 
into a Law this Seſſions, I not only engage to bring a Million of 
Pounds Sterling yearly for ever into his Majeſty's Exchequer from 
Foreigners; without taxing Sheep, Wool, or any other Produce of 
theſe Kingdoms; beſides the many Millions that would accrue to the 
Landed and Trading Intereſt; but alſo to demonſtrate how to raiſe 
and bring into it ſeveral Millions more within twelve Mouths after 
my Scheme ſhall be effectually confirmed and eſtabliſhed ; and that 
without Loan or Lottery, laying any Tax, or invading any Man's 
Property, on Forfeiture of the Charter which his Majeſty was ſo 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant me, and on Pain of ſuffering any Penalties 
which the Legiſlature may think fit to lay on me as an Impoſtor. 


Given from under my Hand this 17th Day of Februdry, 1740-1. 
SAM. WEBBER. 
C A 
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by Mr. S. M. at the Maucaſile Coffee-Houſe on St. Mary's 

ill, Billing foate, I ſhall offer the following Remarks on it. 

It would coſt an immenſe Sum to build proper“ Warehouſes through- 
out the three Kingdoms, eſpecially as every Perſon's Wool, Varn, 
Ye. muſt be kept apart till it be ſold; or if ſuch Warehouſes are to 
be hired, even the Rent of them would not be inconſiderable, and is 


, Scheme having been propoſed for keeping our Wool at home, by 


intended by the Projector, I preſume, to be a Charge on the Owners 


of the Wool, Yarn, Sc. whereas no additional Charge of Rent ac- 
crues to them by keeping it in their own Houſes, where they are ſure 
of finding their own Goods, without being diminiſhed in the Weight, 
in both which they would be liable to be impoſed upon if this Scheme 
ſhould take Place, as is evident to any one who conſiders the Nature 
of thoſe (Goods, the Weight of which encreaſes or diminiſhes even by 
the Moiſture and Dryneis of the Air only. 
Then, as to the bringing all the Yarn, c. that may be made out 
of the Wool, into Warehoutes, it would in ſuch a Cafe be impoſſible 
to carry on the Woollen ManufaQtures, eſpecially the mixt or medly 
Branches of them ; and whoever propoſes it, he knows but little of 
the Matter, or means not to ſtop the Exportation of Wool, but to 
embarraſs Trade; or elſe that the G ſhould, in the End, 
manufacture A L L our Wool, inſtead of Part, as he propoſes. 
Therefore Britons, if they have any Regard for their Trade and 
their Liberties, ought never to conſent that the G ſhould buy 
vp Wool on any Pretence whatſoever, much leſs to manufacture it; 
ior as the Woollen ManufaQuries are ſufficient to employ ſome Mil- 
lions of People, thoſe People, fo employed, muſt be dependent on thoſe 
from whom they earn their Bread; and if the be once 
permitted to buy what Wool may lay on hand, they would e'er long 
engroſs it all. It is ſaid, that it is ſtipulated that France ſhall have 
only what Wool we can ſpare, which impiles that it would be no 
great Quantity; but let that be as it will, the Running of Wool to 
that Kingdom has at laſt reduced us to ſuch a Condition as to be 
ſcarce able to manufadure any Part of it, and our Poor are ſtarving 
by Thoufands and 'Thouſznds for want of Labour. All private Mo- 
nopohes are the Ruin of Trade, but much more fo if the G 
ever ſhould monopol:ze ſo valuable and conſiderable a Branch of it. 
The French King, it is true, carries on conſiderable ManufaQuries bf 
Wool for his own private Account, by which he has within theſe 
twenty Years acquired immenſe Riches and Power, whereas before 
that time he was reduced to the utmoſt Niſtreſs and Poverty. But 
this does not agree with the Conſtitution of Great Britain. 
Ihe Projector need, not ſear WooPs lying on our Hands, if the 
Exportation of it be ſtop'd ; for it is evident that at preſent it is bought 
vp every Lear, 'tho' ſuch great Quant. ties of foreign Wool is work'd 
| up 


2 v may be ſmuggled as well from public as private Warehouſes, 
2 the Clerks who manage it 71) be tur ue cut for doing their Duty. 
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up with it ; by which it is likewiſe as evident that, if the munufactu- 
ring of it were confined to ourſelves, as foreign Mauufacturies mult 
then for the moſt Part be neceſſarily dropt, the Growth of theſe King- 


 doms would not be ſufficient to anſwer our Demands, and we ſhould 


be obliged to import what Wool we could get from other Nations. 
Whenever our Manufactures flouriſhed, as they have hitherto done 
in Time of War with France, or when Peſtilence viſited that King- 
dom, our Wool yielded a very great Price at Home, and conſequently 
did not lie on hand; whereas now, as the Manutactures are decay'd, 
by Foreigners getting our Wool from us, it ſcarce yields any thing. 
Seeing then that Wool ought by no means to be bought up by the 


G — , I ſhall take no farther Notice of the Scheme for 


raiſing a Fund in order to do it, than to remark, that the Author 
would perſuade the poor Manufacturers to forge Chains not only for 
themſe!ves but the whole Nation : In order to which he does not 
bluſh to propoſe, that a poor Weaver who is Owner of a ſingle Loom, 
and has a Wife and five or fix Children, and can earn ſcarce 5 s. a 
Week, when in full Employment, as is the Caſe of many in di- 
vers Parts of the Nation) ſhall pay no leſs than 25. out of the gs. 


to the G— . 'This would be giving them a kind Maſter 


with a Witneſs, and well maintain'd, no doubt, they would be : 


Their preſent Maſters, God knows, are but too hard to them, to 


fay no worſe ; but this fine Propoſal wouid exceed an Egyptian Bond- 
age, not to ſay French Slavery. 

As to the reſt of this Scheme, it is founded on Mr. Vebber's Regiſ- 
try, which as it could be invented by no Perſon but one perfectly ac- 
quainted with all the Branches relating to the Wool, and the manu. 
facturing thereof, ſo it can be traced thro” all its Parts by none but 
thoſe who thoroughly underſtand it. I am, 


SIR, 


Hur Humble Servant, 


1 . 


* —— 
— 


that Mr. London's Calculations of our Loſs and the Gains of the 
ench, by the wy r of our unmanufactured Wool, are thought 
to be carried too high 3 and when thoſe Objectors ſhall think fit to 
paove as well as oje, they ſhall be fully anſwer'd, or the Calcu- 
ations given up: Till then 'tis unreaſonable in them to expect any 
Anſwer to an 1p/e dixit, or for any one to diſpute the Truth of the 
Calcu'ation. But I cannot help making a ſhort Remark or two. 1 
The Calculations are made, not for Times when Trade is decay'd, 
but when it is in a very flouriſhing Condition. Mr. London does 
not aſſert that the Labour in . and Profit thereof on ſo 
a 8 2 man y 


I Find by ſome of your late Papers on the Woollen Manufactury, 
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Packs would amount to ſo much now, when the Price of La- 
ur and Profit is fallen ſo low by the Loſs of the Trade ; but that 
it would do ſo if we manufaftur'd as many Goods as we might do if 
we kept our Wool at home: Nor does he ſay that ſo many Millions 
are actually brought into the Nation by the Weollen Manufactures at 
preſent ; 4 that thoſe Manufactures, if confined to ourſelves, would 
beg in ſo much. 24h, The Calculations are Mr. London's, as well 
as Mr. Webber's ; for tho' Mr. Webber, n Recep- 
tion from his Majeſty and the Privy- Council when his Charter was 
ted, the many Offers that have ſince been made him, and the 
t Compliments that haye been paid to his Know.edge in Trade 
by Men the firſt Rank for Capacity, has had the Misfortune to be 
called a Madman, I never heard Mr. London's call'd in queſtion. 
34/y, Many of theſe Objectors own, that tho* our Loſs be not { 
t as theſe Calculations make it, it is enough to ruin us, Now 
would aſk any Man, who is not ten times madder than they would 
repreſent Mr. Webber to be, whether it be a Straw's Matter to them 
whether they be undone by the Loſs of Ten Millions, or Forty ? If 
they be not determined againſt all Conviction, I recommend to them 
the following Calculation of Sir Walter Raleigh's, whom, I preſume, 
they will not have the Folly and Impudence to accuſe either of Jeno- 
rance or Lunacy ; and if the Loſs ſuſtain'd by ſo many Goods ſent 
abroad undreſi d and undy'd, by one Company only, be ſo great, 
the Loſs ariſing from the Exportation of ſo much Wool not manu- 
factured at all, muſt amount, at leaſt, to the Sum mention'd by Mr. 
London. 4thly, 1 he Argument in Proof of Mr. London's Calcula- 
tions, drawn from Sir Walter Raleigh, is the ſtronger by Reaſon 
of the great Increaſe of our Wool, as well as the Fall of the Value 
of our Coin: Which Increaſe theſe Objectors cannot have the Face 
to diſpute, becauſe they have aſſerted it themſelves, in order to ſhew 
that we have more Wool than we could manufacture ourſelyes. But 
to come ta Sir Valter, who writes thus to King James. 


May it pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſty, 
« HERE have been about 6 c dre d and undy'd Cloths 
* yearly tranſported. It is thereſore evident that the King- 
dom hath been deprived of about 400, oo within theſe 55 
Vears; which is near twenty Millions that would have been gain- 
oe by the Labour of poor Workmen in that Time, with the 
Merchants Gains for bringing in dying Stuffs, and Return of 
* Cloths dreſs'd and dy'd, with other Benefits to the Realm, be- 
„ hides exceeding enlarging of 'Traffick, and Increaſe of Ships and 
Mariners. FE | | 
E There would have been gain'd in that Time Three Millions by 
* Increaſe of Cuſtoms upon Commodities return d for Cloths dreſo' d 
and dy'd, and for dying Stuffs, which would have been more 
*« plentifully brought and uſed for the ſame. . 
There hath been alſo tranſported in that Time yearly, by Bays, 
Northern and Devonſhire Kerſies, white, about 50,000 Cloths, 
#* counting three Keriies ta a Cloth, whereby hath been loſt 7 
0 f a o . | ; 66 e 


* 
(17) 
« five Millions, by thoſe Sort of Cloths within that Time, which 
« would have come to poor Workmen for their Labour, with the 
* Cuſtoms for dying Stuffs, and the People's Profit for bringing them 
in, with Returns of other Commodities and Freights for Shipping. 
_ «© Bays are tranſported white into Amferdam, and there being 
*« drefled and dyed are ſhipp'd intq Spain, Portuga/, and other 
Kingdoms, where are ſold in the Name of Flemiſb Bays, ſet- 
„ting their own Town upon them; ſo that we loſe the very 
«« Name of our home bred Commodities, and other Countries 
«« the Reputation and Profit of them. Lamentable is it that thi 
Land ſhould be deprived of ſo many abovementioned Millions, and 
that our native Commodities of Cloth, ordain'd by God for the 
0 natural Subjects, being ſo royal and rich itſelf, ſhauld be driven to 
* ſo ſmall Advantage of Reputation and Profit to your Majeſty and 
*« People, and ſo much improved and intercepted by Strangers, con- 
«« ſidering that God hath enabled and given your Majeſty Power to 
advance dreſſing and dying, and tranſporting of all your Cloths 
« within a Year or two. I ſpeak it knowingly, to ſhew how it 
be done laudably, lawfully, and approved to be honourable, fea- 
* ſible, and profitable. x | 
All the Companies of your Land tranſport their Cloths dreſſed 
and dyed to the good of your Kingdom, except the Merchant 
% Adventurers, whereby the Eaſtland and Turkey Merchants, with 
other Companies, do encreaſe your Majeſty's Cuſtoms, by bring- 
ing in and ſpending dying Stuffs, and ſetting your People on 
work by dreſſing before they tranſport them; and they might in- 
*« creaſe far more Cuſtom to your Majeſty, and make more Profit to 
«« themſelves and this Realm, and ſet many thauſands of poor Peo- 
ple more on work for dreſſing and dying, and likewiſe employ 
* more _ and Mariners, for bringing in * Stuffs, were it not 
for the Merchant Adventurers, who tranſport their Cloths white, 
rough, andundreſs'd, and undy d, into the Loww Countries, where 
© they ſell them to the 8 rs, who afterwards dreſs, dye, and 
«« ſtretch them to ſuch unreaſonable 2 contrary to our Law, 
*« that they prevent and foreſtall our Markets, and croſs the juſt Pro- 
ghibitions of our State and Realm, by their Agents and Factors ly- 
ing in divers Places with our own Cloths, to the t Decay of 
** this Kingdom in general, and Diſcredit of our Cloths in particular. 
If this Account were truly known, it would be found that they 
% make not clear Profit only by Cloth tranſported rough, undreſſed 
« and undy'd, Sixty Thouſand Pounds a Year ; but it is moſt y 5-56 
'* rent your Majeſty in your Cuſtoms, your Merchants in their Sales 
and prices, your Subjects in their Labour for lack of dreſſing and 
dying, your 47 and Mariners in not bringing in of dying Stuffs 
„and ipending of Allom, are hinder'd yearly near a Million of 
« Pounds ; ſo that Trade is driven to the hindrance of your Majeſt 
and People, by permitting your native Commodities to pals 
* rough, undreſſed and undy „ by the Merchant Adventurers. 


To 
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To this Account of Sir Walter Raleigb's I ſhall ſubjoin the fol, 
lwing Calculation of the manufacturing of two Founds of Wool, 
publiſhed in 1706 by a very honeſt Author, now lying before me. 
To form an Eſtimate of the Loſsaccruing tothe Poor by the Ex- 
« portation of Wool, 'twill be of uſe to compute the Charges of 
© combing, cardmg, ſpinning, knitting, dying and preſſing two 
«+ Pounds or leſs of our ſineſt combed Wool, with ſome other inci- 
« dent Charges; for theſe Ch going out of the Pocket of the 
* Undertaker, come into the Pocket of the Poor which he employs ; 
% and the Exportation of the Wool without this Manufacture is ſo 
* much neat Lofs to the Poor, and indeed to the whole Nation. 


* d. 
The combing Oyl and Soap of two Ib. and leſs of Wool o 2 
This will produce 20 Ounces, the ſpinning of which 6 
« will coſt — — — — ————=——-F?? 9 
* Poubling and Throwing — — — — : — — — @ 4-1 
The Worſted thus made will make five Pair of Hoſe, 0 5 Pr 
*« worth one Shilling per Pair knitting — — — — 5 
The dying the Hoſe into Scarlet — — — — — o 6 © 
«« Trimming and prefing — — — — — — — — © 1 0 
The Niles combed out of this Wool will be twelve Oun- RE 
e ces, which is fit to make fine Druggits or milled © o 6 
Stockings worth 8 d. per Pound, this I count — | 
The carding and ſpinning of that into Yarn — — — 0 0 9 
“ Doubling and Throwing it — — — — — — — 9 
Knitting this into a Pair of Hoſe — — — — — — o o 10 
Milling and Shearing theſe Hoſe—::)G— — 0 1 © 
* Dying them into a Crimſon or Scarlet Colour — -- — 0 1 6 
3 7 8 


Not to reckon the Profits of the Wool-comber, Stocking: ſeller, 
% and other Trades.” | | 
This fame Author ſays, that he had a certain Account at that 


Time that there were 40,000 Packs of Wool ſmuggled to France 


yearly, of which he complains very much, but in 1715, when he 
writ another Treatiſe, he ſays, the Woollen Manufactures were increaſ- 
ed ſo much in France within three Years, that at Amiens only the Looms 
employ'd therein were encreaſed in that Time from 200 to 7000. 
How much they have encreafed ſince all over France, may be Judg'd 
from the great Decay of thoſe Manufactures here, and the exorbi- 
tant Height of Wealth and Power the is at preſent arriv'd at. | 


Jan, Sir, 


Yours, xo 
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Shall now make a few Extracts, from a Tract on Trade, written 
a little after the Revolution by Sir Francis Brexwwjter. Speaking 
of Wool and Moollen Manufa@uries, he calls them, © "The great | 
«« Staple of the Kingdom, and in Truth, of the World; which by 
« Divine Providence is fo put into our Hands, as that w thout a Turn 
„in Nature we cannot totally loſe it; yet all that is poſlible for au 
« Unthinking People (as we are called Abroad) to do, We have | 
«« done, to the Prejudice of thoſe Commodities, by which Means 
«« we have transferred great Part of our Woollen Manufacturies to o- 
ther Countries.” What would This Writer have thought, or ſaid 
of us, if he had liv'd at This Time, when we have loſt almoſt the 
Whole of that profitab.e Branch of Trade, That almoſt incxhautta- 
ble Fund of Wealth. But from another Paſſage concerning a Froject 
for the preventing the Exportation of Unmanufatur'd Woo', we ice 
his Opinion of cae Importance of it to the Nation. © | have ſeen 
* (ſays he) a Propoſal of a Gentleman that hath been a great Dealer 
in This Commodity to Foreign Parts, which, he affirms, wou d 
« be infallib e to prevent ſuch Exports of Wool; but he reſerves 
«© part of the Secret. I would have perſuaded him to offer it to the 
* Houſe, but he expects a great Gratification, which, he thinks, at 
This Lime, will not be given; tho” I am of another Mind, and 
** belive be deſerves more than he can aſt, if his Project takes, p. 24. 
1 ſhall now give a larger Extract from this Gentleman, wherein are 
ſeveral Things worth Notice. It * * thus { bid.) I know 
a great Miniſter, who once diſputed on that with Warmth, a- 
« gainſta Care for Yo/, and that it was a Burthen to the Nation; 
lt may not be foreign to this Diſcourſe to give the Heads of the 
*« Diſpute, which I the rather do, that ſo it may ſhew the Need there 
is tor the Great Council of the Nation to take it under their 
« Conſideration. 
Ihe Diſcourſe roſe on a Propoſition that was brought to him, 
for ſtopping a vaſt Quantity of Woe! that was then going to France, 
it was brought him in Writing, and demonſtrated, "That that very 
Wil was enough to work up all the coarſe Wool of France for Se- 
ven Years ; and that the Conſequence would be the Loſs of great 
part of our Manufacturies to Spain and Portugal. 
Ihe Miniſter made little return to that, but brought h's Dil - 
courſe to the great Loſs it was to Men of Eſtates, that there was 
not a Way tor ſelling twice the J ool that now they did: That 
there was three Years Wool then in Eng/and, and what ſhould 
Men do upon this Topic of the Want of a Conſumption for the 
Mool of England; the Gentleman laid down theſe Propoſitions. 
« Firſt, That the War was one Reaſon of the Decay of the ; | 
vollen Manufatturies. © 
* Secondly, That the extraordinary Eſcapes of Woo! to Foreign 
Parts, put them (Foreigners) upon making more Hocllen Mauufac- 


tures than ever they did before, and that abated our Trade 
% abroad. 
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«* Thirdly, That our Wool going to Foreign Parts made it ſa 
I cheap at Home: This, I remember, put the Miniſter into a 
** Laughter ; and laying the two firſt aſide; he defir'd him to make 
aut the laſt Poſition; That the Eſcapes of Woo! to Foreign Parts 
* made the Vo fall in Price; That the ſending ſo great Quantities 
* of Wool out of the vow, Lage ſhould fall the Price of that which 
was left; was a Myſtery he could not underſtand; but ſeem'd to 
* him, the only Way to make it riſe : But the Gentleman undertook 
* to make out his Aſſertion, that every Pound of Engliſh Wool 
«© worked up three Pounds of Foreign Woo! ; and that as much as 
* they Manufactured, ſo much was abated in our Exports; for 
* that they made ſuch Manufacturies with our Fool; as they could 
* not make without it; and conſequently by that Means one 
Pound of our Vool with theirs, male four times as much Cloths 
and Stuffs as we could have made with it, if we had kept it at 
« Home: From which he inferted, That if one fourth of the 
Aol of England went to Foreign Parts, there would be as much 
* ManufaQuries made Abroad for Foreign Market, as we could 
* make, if we had wrought all our own Woo! ; and fo much being 
* made Abroad, we could not have uſe for half our own Woo! that 
« was left : This he affirmed was the Reaſon that there lay ſo much. 
« Wool unwrought in Eng/and ; and he being brought for Proof of 
what he ſaid, That which was Matter of Fact I thought undenia- 
* ble, though it would not be allowed fo by the Minifer : The 
* 'Thing was this, The Year after the uration, there was a 
Gentleman that got a Grant from the King, with a Nen obfante 
to any Statute, for Liberty to export a certain Quantity of Vo to 
Foreign Parts from Ireland; upon which, ſome Merchants in 
* London buying the Grant, ſent over to Ireland, and bought moſt 
* of the Wool, and ſent it to Foreign Parts; this at firſt rais'd the 
Price of Wool both there and in Erg/and ; but in fo ſhort a Time 
eas five Months, it fell Fifty per Cent. And tho? not one fourth of 
* what formerly came from Jreland into England, came then to 
* England, yet there was no Vent for the oe of England; and 
* in Jre/and it fell from Seven Shillings to Three Shillings and Six 
% Pence, their Stone of Sixteen — 1 all the Time they ſhipped 
it for Foreign Parts. This he affirm'd he could prove by the 
«© Merchants Books that were concern'd, to be literally true; and 
that the Year after the Shipping for Foreign Parts was over, that 
% Wool riſe to its former Price both here and in Ireland. And he 
« farther added, that the great * which by Stealth go from 
« England and Ireland, makes Yoo! in both Kingdoms fall in 
Price, according to the Quantities that are ſent out; and that if 
there went no Wo! from England or Ireland to Foreign Parts, all 
«* the Woo! of both Kingdoms would not be half enough to ſupply 
* the ManufaQuries that England would have Markets for 
* Abroad ; for that there is now made twice as mach Manufacturies 
«© with the help of our ol Abroad, as is made in England ; ſo 
that if there were an effectual Stop upon the Wool of both King- 


doms, the Floci:s of both might be trebled, and yet not be 3 
| tor 
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for the Manufacturies Eagland might vent. This in ſew Words 
was the beſt Account I ever heard of the Nature and Improve- 
ment of the Woo! of theſe Kingdoms, and is ſuch Demonſtration 
** of the Miſchief the Exports of /Yoo/ doth to the Nation, that I 
cannot but think him a worſe Enemy to his Country than a common 
* Pyrate ; for that he robs but a ſmall Number, but he that ſends 
* out We, deſtroys Thouſands, weakens the Strength of the Na- 
* tion both at Land and Sea; and if we believe the Lord Coke's 
* Aſſertion, That Nine Parts of the Trade of England comes from 
<< the Sheeps Back, there cannot be enough done to ſecure it; but 
<< it hath ever been the Misfortune of our Nation, neither to puniſh 
« or reward, Impunity in the firſt makes us abound in Criminals ; 
and the Neglect in the latter makes us barren of great Actions for 
*« ourCountry ; I mean, in that which makes a Nation Rich and 
« Wile : Our Anceſtors ſhew'd more of their Will to it 
* in the Dark of Trade and Navigation, than we do at Noon- day. 
L have often thought that it was poſſible for a Monarch of theſe 
Kingdoms to make all Europe Tributaries to him in Trade, by a 
« true Management of the Natural and Artificial Product and Na. 
* vigation of theſe Kingdoms, without being oblig'd to any Help, 
2 = 5 ariſeth from his own Dominions, of which Wool is the 
* Chief. 


ec 
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I ſhall cite one ſhott Paſlage more, relating to the French, p. 1. 


The Danger that hath been impendent over us for more than 30 
« Years in This of our Trade, is from the French; and in Truth no 
« Nation can ſo well conteſt it with England as They can ; * And 
e therefore it ſeems reaſonable to confider Them in This, as much 


as we do in That of their Arms; and perhaps They may be found 


« laying a Foundation in War, to i their Trade and Naviga- 
* tion, while we at the ſame Time are declining in both; and that 
* Theſe Kingdoms cannot be ſafe under the Growth of France, 
* none will deny ”— As little is it to be diſputed whether France 
be not groun much ſtronger now than they were then, and That 
by Means of the Improvement of their Trade. It has been ob- 
objected to the Draper, that in the Con/equences of Trade, &c. he 
did not prove that . had improv'd their Trade in Proportion as 


We have loſt it. I am afraid they do not deſire to be better ſatisfied. 


But what Proof would they have? Would they have an Exact Ac- 
count of the Number of Cloths made and exported from France to 
Foreign Markets? This is neither poſſible, nor neceſſary in order 
to ſatisfy any reaſonable Perſon. What the Draper has obſerv'd, is 
quite ſatisfactory to ſuch as are not determin'd againſt receiving Sa- 
tisfaction. For, is it not * that as our Trade has been decli- 


rung, 


* This fews that the Dutch have acted as weakly with regard to 
Themſelves, as they have been treacherous to Us, by endeawouring 
to deflirey our Trade, and impair our Strength, for, inflead of acgui- 
ring what wve have loſt, France, our common and moſt dangerous 


Enemy,” hay run away with it, and by the Help of it now preſumes to 


diate to Us both. TY 


: 
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ning, and ave have been growing Poorer, they have grown Rich 
and able to ſupport immenie Expences, as is particularly mention'd 
by the Draper ; which Riches, as he farther obſerves, they could 
have no other poſſible way of acquiring, but by the Acquiſition of 
our Trad , their Land and the natural Produce of it being juſt the 
ſame now as ever it was. If it b better cultivated than it was 20 
Years ago, That is owing to ncreaſe of their Trade, and is the 
Effect, not the Cauſe of their Riches. But how can any one be ſo 
ignorant as not to know, or ſo hardy as to deny, what is fdtorious ? 
wis. That France at this Time ſerves thoſe Foreign Markets with 
Wollen Goods, where we us'd tovend Ours. But as theſe Objectors, 
ſeem ſo very inclinable to favour the French, I ſhall give them the 
Teſtimony cf a French Writer. They will find it in Voltaire's 
Antimachiavel, in the following Words. | 

As the Nature of Countries is very different, ſo there are ſome 

«« whoſe Riches, and Strength, depend upon Agriculture, others upon 
Vineyards, ſome upon ManufaQtures, and others upon Commerce; 
* and in ſome few Countries we ſee all theſe Arts flouriſh together. 
Princes therefore who chuſe this mild Way of increaſing their 
Power, will be obliged to ſtudy the particular Nature of their 
Country; in order to know which of thoſe Arts is moſt likely to 
* thrive in it, and conſequently which of them they ought moſt to 
encourage. The French and Spaniards have at length perceived 
their Want of Trade, and therefore have contriv'd to ruin the 
«« Trade of the Englih: If they ſucceed, France will increaſe its 
«© Power, more confiderably by this Means than by the Conqueſt 
of twenty Towns, and a thouſand Villages; and England and 
Holland, the two fineſt, and richeſt Countries in the World, will 
„ dwindle away by Degrees, like a Man who is dying of a 

*© Conſumption.” | 

It is ſtill ſuggeſted that there will not be Time enough this Seſſion 
for ſuch a Bill to go through the Houſe. In other Words, there 1s 
not Time to fave the King and the Kingdom from Ruin; a great 
many of the Poor from being ſtarved, a great many 'Tradeimen 
from falling into Decay, a great many Eitates from falling into 
Gentlemen's Hands, and the Government from becoming a Prey to 
France. 1 do not pretend abſolutely to ſay, that we cannot ſtand it 
another Year againſt the growing Power of that ambitious Nation, 
but this IJ] be bold to ſay, that ſuch a Delay will make our Delivc- 


rance from the dangerous Condition into which the Loſs of our 


Trade has brought us, extremely difficult, and very hazardous 3 
and why ſhould any Man ſuppoſe that the Legiſlature will not do 
that 7mmediately, which is 20g neceſſary to be done, and 
which by being delayed will every Day become the more difficult. 
For my own Part, I have fo great an Opinion of the Integrity and 
Wiſdom of our Repreſentatives, that I perſuade myſelf they will 
not heſitate about it one Moment. The Thing ſpeaks itſelf. I 
{trould be ſorry to be thought indecently importunate with my Betters ; 
but ſuch an Importunity, in a Time of ſuch preſſing Diſtreſs and 
imminent Danger, ſhews the greateſt Reſpect, as it implies th 
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greateſt Regard for their Safety. I do, therefore, once more, in 
the Honeſty of my Heart, conjure them, not only for the Security 
of his Majeſty's Throne, not only for the Sake of the Nation in 
general, but for their own Sake, for the Sake of themfelves and 
Families, not any longer to defer a Matter of the neareſt Concern 
to every thing that is valuable in this Life. If it ſhould be objected 
(and what wall not the Friends of France ſuggeſt?) that my Impor- 


tunity proceeds from Se//-intere/?, I can ſafely call God to witneſs, 
that were this Matter effected in the Manner which I propoſe, I 


could 1 lay my Head in the Grave, fully ſatisfied with the 
s of 


Conſciouſi aviug done more for my Country than any one 
has been able to do before me. If any one can propoſe a more ef- 
fectual Scheme than mine, I will be one of the firſt, and one of the 
warmeſt, to ſollicit its Acceptance; but in God's Name, in the Name 


of common Senſe, let a ſinking Nation acccept of the 4% Help 
that offers. | 


Sam. Webber. 


FINITE 


This Day is publiſhed, 
| [ Price SIX-PENCE. ] 


N Anſwer to the pretended Remarks on Mr. Webber's Scheme; 

and the 2 Pamphlet; ſhewing, That the Remarker 
not made the leaſt Objection to the Scheme, which the Draper 
recommended, nor diſproved the leaſt Fact which he advanced: As 
alſo, that all that hath been alledged by the Gentleman's Magazine 
againſt it is groundleſs, and that the Truth of the Calculation is un- 
doubted. To which is added, A Copy of the Letter which Mr. 
Webber received, concerning its being Stipulated that France 
ſnould have our Wool; which Letter alſo contains a ſhort, but pa- 
thetick Addreſs, to the Electors of Great-Britain. Written at the 
Time of the laſt Election, and altogether as neceſſary at this Time, 
with ſome other Reaſons; ſetting forth the Probability of ſuch a 
Stipulation. Alſo, A Petition, intended to have been preſented 
to Parliament, ** an Act to confirm the Charter which his Ma- 
jeſty gran ted Mr. ebber : Which Petition was not refuſed, on ac- 
count of ſuch a Charter not . . ted, but as a Private 
Bill that came too late. By JOHN LONDON. | 


AL 4); 
The FIFTH EDITION of 


The Conſequences of Trade, as ta the Wealth and Strength of 
any Nation ; of the Woollen Trade in particular, and the great 
Superiority of it over all other Branches of Trade. The preſent 
State of it in England and France, with an Aecount of our Loſs, 
and their Gains. The Danger we are in of becoming a Province 
to France, unleſs an effectual and immediate Stop be put to the 
Exportation of our Wool; with a Narrative of the Steps taken by 
Mr. Webber, for getting an Act of Parliament to — a Char- 
ter granted him by his Majeſty, Nine Vears ago, for an Univer- 
{al Regiſtry ia Charter. By a Draper of London, Price Six- pence. 
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